
 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE EVENTS MEETING  

HELD ON MONDAY, 05 JULY 2021 AT 6.00PM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD  

 
 

PRESENT Councillor Gloria Johnson (Town Mayor) 

Councillor Andrew Croft (Chairman) 

Councillor Dave Dorson (Vice Chair) 

Councillor Amanda Wheeler 

Councillor Angela Carter-Begbie 

Councillor Simon Fenn 

Councillor Joanna Winterbourne 
 

  

ALSO PRESENT Mrs Coral Johnson-Veale – Administration Officer 
    

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – None 
 

 

88. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Point 2) 
 

None – all committee members were in attendance. 

89. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Agenda Point 3) 

None were made. 
 

90. MINUTES (Agenda Point 4) 
 

The Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Thursday, 10 June 2021 had already 

been confirmed in the Stamford Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 22 June 2021. 
 

91. UPDATE ON ACTION POINTS (Agenda Point 5) 
 

a) Christmas Lights Switch-on, Thursday 25 November 2021 progress report – The 

Shop Stamford are organising the late-night shopping, and it is anticipated that 

Stamford Town Council will have some input. St Augustine’s Church have decided 

that, rather than having a permanent scheme, they will continue to put up their own 

festive lighting when they wish to do so. 
 

92. BUDGET 2021/22 STATUS (Agenda Point 6) 
 

The Administration Officer confirmed that the only expenditure so far for this financial 

year has been for the installation of the timers, and part payments for the upgrade of 

tree lights for Red Lion Square and the main lighting scheme. 
 

93. UPDATE ON RED LION SQUARE CRAFT MARKET (Agenda Point 7) 
 

There were 6 Crafters that were able to attend the first market on Friday 2 July 2021 and set 

up their stalls in Red Lion Square in accordance with Covid regulations. The weather was 

fine, and feedback was positive. 
 

a) Spooktacular Sunday 31 October 2021 – Progress report 

Pending Government advice this event would be deferred to the next meeting. 

 

b) Christmas Lights switch-on Thursday 25 November 2021 – set up arrangements 

Shop Stamford are making their own arrangements for entertainment during which at 

some point, the lights will be switched on. It is anticipated that the actual switch-on will 
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be a low-key event to comply with any Government Guidance in place at the time in 

respect of Covid-19. 
 

94. TO CONSIDER THE AMALGAMATION OF THE TOURISM WORKING 

GROUP AND CULTURAL EVENTS STRATEGY WORKING GROUP (Agenda 

Point 8) 
 

The Chairman gave a brief overview of the history behind the Tourism Working Group 

and a summary of the first virtual meeting of the Stamford Cultural Events Strategy 

Working Group. It was appreciated that the introductory meeting of the Cultural Events 

Strategy Working Group was made up of a core of people representative of various 

cultural groups in Stamford, and that it was expected the list would expand to include 

more members and groups once a clear strategy was developed. The Events Committee 

felt the Cultural Events Strategy Working Group would benefit from being as inclusive 

as possible and members of the Tourism Working Group not already in attendance should 

be invited. A spreadsheet of current and proposed attendees is to be circulated to the 

Events Committee to ensure no group is omitted. Action: AC/AO 
 

Proposal 1 - On the proposal of Councillor D Dorson, seconded by the Councillor A 

Wheeler, it was unanimously RESOLVED the Council agrees to the amalgamation of 

the Tourism Working Group and the Cultural Events Strategy Working Group. 
 

95. POTENTIAL FUTURE EVENTS IN 2021 (Agenda Point 9) 

a) Senior Citizen Concert - Due to the extension of Government Regulations regarding 

Covid-19 this event was postponed. It is anticipated that the new date would be either 

at the end of July or the beginning of August. The availability of the Stamford Brass 

Band is to be ascertained and a new date for the concert is to be presented to the 

Finance Committee for approval. Action: AC/TC  

 

Due to logistics, it is hoped that the Covid-19 regulations will be relaxed enough for 

the event to be held in the Town Hall; research indicated that to host the Event on the 

Recreation Ground would be cost prohibitive.  

 

Proposal 2 – On the proposal of Councillor A Wheeler, seconded by the Councillor 

J Winterbourne, it was unanimously RESOLVED the Council agrees the new date 

of the Senior Citizen Concert, as provided to the Finance Committee, and that it be 

held in the Court Room of the Town Hall.  

 

b) Spooktacular Sunday 31 October 2021 – The committee felt that this event should 

remain as planned and stay on the Agenda for discussion at future meetings. Shop 

Stamford are hoping to support local business’ during the week the Burghley Horse 

Trials were intended to be held. It was suggested that posters for Spooktacular could 

be produced to advertise the event and distributed during that time. Action: 

AC/TC/AO 
 

Proposal 3 – It was proposed by Councillor J Winterbourne, seconded by the 

Councillor Johnson, it was unanimously RESOLVED the Council agrees to keep 

Spooktacular on Sunday 31 October 2021. 
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96. ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION (Agenda Point 10) 
 

a) Christmas Festival Sunday 28 November 2021 – Due to Health and Safety issues, it 

is considered prudent to keep the Christmas Lights Switch-on separate to the 

Christmas Market. It was agreed to keep entertainment to small groups circulating 

the market, and to have no focal point in Red Lion Square. The Committee discussed 

the booking form and agreed that the costs should remain the same as the 2019 

festival, and to budget for up to 6 charity stalls to attend the event. The Event is to 

remain on the agenda for future discussion on format, roaming entertainment and 

static attractions. Action: TC/AO  

 

Proposal 4 – It was proposed by Councillor A Carter-Begbie, seconded by the 

Councillor S Fenn, it was unanimously RESOLVED the Council agrees to keep the 

costs for the traders the same as the 2019 Christmas Festival and to budget for up to 

6 charity stalls to attend.  

 

b) Carols on the Bandstand Sunday 12 December 2021 – It was noted that this date is 

within term time, so it was felt prudent to swop the date with that of Carols in Red 

Lion Square and it is hoped that this will accommodate the attendance of the schools. 

Availability of a Brass Band is to be ascertained for this Event, and this item is to 

remain on the agenda for future discussion. Action: TC/AC  

 

c) Carols in Red Lion Square Sunday 19 December 2021 – It was noted that the schools 

will have broken up for Christmas by this date, and as it is hoped the children will 

participate in this event as they have in other years, it would be prudent to swop the 

date with that of Carols on the Bandstand.  
 

Proposal 5 – It was proposed by Councillor D Dorson, seconded by the Councillor 

J Winterbourne, it was unanimously RESOLVED the Council agrees to have the 

Carols on the Bandstand on Sunday 19 December 2021 and to have Carols in Red 

Lion Square on Sunday 12 December 2021. 
 

Councillor J Winterbourne advised the committee that she will be attending meetings 

held by South Kesteven District Council to discuss Gravity Fields Events, which the 

District Council do not wish to discontinue, and will provide updates to the Events 

Committee.  
 

The Chairman advised that the group organising the Diversity Festival are looking for 

volunteer stewards for their event planned on the August Bank Holiday, so if any 

committee member knows of anyone free to assist, please let him know. The Chairman 

put forward that the organisers of the event are looking to hire/purchase/loan two-way 

radios and wondered if the Town Council equipment would be available for use on the 

receipt of a donation towards the Mayors Charity. This is requested to be on the Agenda 

for the next Events Committee meeting. Action: TC 
 

The Chairman advised the committee he has been in discussion for the Town Council to 

purchase a more permanent sound system that could be used at outside and inside council 

events. A suitable set up is currently being investigated and costed and it is hoped details 

will be available for discussion at the next committee meeting. Action: TC 
 

97. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: (Agenda Point 11) – Monday, 02 August 2021 at 

6.00pm 

Chairman 

(The meeting closed at 7.00 pm) 


