
 

 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 30 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD  
 

 

PRESENT Councillor T Story, Chairman 

Councillor M Sawyer  

Councillor H Bisnauthsing 

Councillor B Sandall 

Councillor B C Sumner 

Councillor Mrs S J Sandall 

Councillor J Dawson  

Councillor B Griffin 

Councillor Mrs B A Sumner 

Councillor Ms M Couch 

Councillor Mrs S Sismore 

Councillor B Turner 

Councillor Mrs G Johnson 

Councillor D Taylor 

Councillor A Hewett 

Councillor A Croft 

Councillor A Swan 

Councillor Mrs A Billington  

Councillor S Carroll 

Councillor D Dorson 

 
 

ALSO PRESENT Town Clerk 

   Deputy Town Clerk 

   Councillor Nick Robbins, SKDC Councillor 

Ian Yates, Strategic Director of SKDC 

   The Very Rev. Mark Warrick, Dean of Stamford 

   Councillor R Foulkes, LCC Stamford East 

1 members of public 
 

Public Participation:   
 

There was concern expressed by a resident regarding permission being granted for residential 

development of open amenity spaces which previously had been conditional.  It is of particular 

concern around Lonsdale Road, where Stamford Rugby club is located.  Parking is already a 

serious issue creating hazardous conditions.  It was understood that car parking facilities were to 

be allocated on the N E end of the playing field subject to Section 106 funding, but no further 

details are available.   

Another matter raised was the provision of allotment plots associated with the housing 

developments on Empingham and Tinwell Road.  The Town Council should be made aware of 

where these sites are to be located. 
 
 

537. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Town Councillor M Exton submitted his reasons for absence.  The reason was noted and 

resolved to be accepted.  
 

In addition Councillor D Brailsford, LCC Stamford West offered his apologies.
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538. DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 

Councillors Mr B C and Mrs B A Sumner declared a Personal Interest in respect of any 

discussions related to planning as they are on the SKDC Development Management 

Committee. 
 

Councillor D Dorson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of any 

Personnel issues and would not take part in the discussions. 
   

539. MINUTES 
 

The notes of the Town Council meeting held on 19 December 2017 had been circulated. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor S Carroll, seconded by Councillor Mrs S Sismore and 

RESOLVED that these minutes are a true record of the meeting and be signed by the 

Chairman. There was one abstention. 
 

540. REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES / ORGANISATIONS 
 

a. Councillor R Foulkes – Reported that there is to be a launch of a World of Work workshop 

to promote the local skills required for business development.  It is an event to engage 

youth actively and to highlight the various proficiencies required by businesses.  The 

Leader of Lincolnshire   County Council appreciated the response to the Fairer Funding 

appeal for Lincolnshire.  The response from the Government is looking positive.  The 

Lincolnshire budget is to be decided in February, but although the budget is capped at 2%, 

Government has granted an increase of 3% plus a further 2% for Adult Social Care 

Services.   A zebra crossing is to be installed on Green Lanes outside the Blue Coat 

School, which is intended to be controlled by a crossing patrol officer.  The County 

Highways team recognise the concerns over potholes and sunken ironworks on the 

highways.  It is hoped that these will be addressed and monthly inspections have been 

requested in high-usage traffic zones.  Following discussion, it was considered another 

serious concern is the taxis which use Red Lion Square as an unauthorised taxi rank, 

creating a severe hazard and constriction to the access of Red Lion Street.  There was 

further concern expressed over the very poor condition of Red Lion Square carriageway 

which is now considered very dangerous.  

 

b. Councillor Nick Robbins & Mr Ian Yates, SKDC – It was reported that South Kesteven 

District Council was identifying potential sites for a new leisure centre for Stamford.  A 

new appointment had been made for the Head of Arts who would focus on developing 

tourism within the District.  Following the recent consultation on Council Tax, it has been 

agreed to increase the District budget by 3% resulting in an approximate £5 increase on a 

Band D property.  Stamford Market is to be extended to include Star Lane.   In addition, 

car parking charges will be frozen until May 2019, however car park tickets are to be 

vehicle registration linked in future and additional barriers are to be installed.  The process 

of submitting a bid for funding has commenced in respect of events to commemorate the 

end of WW1 centenary around the district, barring Stamford.    Following discussion 

considering the extensive housing developments surrounding Stamford there should be 

more focus on addressing parking within the Town.  There was a request that the Town 

Council take on the Empingham Road play area to save the additional cost on Council Tax.   
 

c. Lincolnshire Police Report - Appended to the minutes. Any issues which Councillors 

wished to raise should be directed to Councillor Sawyer who would address them with the 

Inspector of Police directly. 
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d. Town Councillors on Outside Bodies update: 

i. Councillor Dawson reported that at a recent meeting of the Chamber of Commerce the 

need of a business hub within the centre of Stamford with a car parking facility was 

supported.  Stamford Endowed School is now the largest employer in the Town and 

also recognised the value of such a facility. 

ii. Councillor Bisnauthsing reported that Lakeside PPG had decided that its local surgery 

receptions are now to be linked to one main telephone centre.  Also all prescriptions 

are now to be dispensed by the Lakeside pharmacy to avoid wastage.  Public feedback 

is welcome to improve the system further. 
 

541. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
 

a. Correspondence – A schedule of correspondence had been e-mailed to all members to 

examine.  Any queries relating to any element of such correspondence should be 

directed to the Officer dealing with that item. 

b. Action Points – The status of action points relating to each committee had been 

circulated to members to keep them informed. 

c. Other matters related to Council business: 

i. Red Lion Square – A copy of the Red Lion Square carriageway assessment 

report had been circulated to all members for consideration.   The Working 

Group would welcome any feedback from Councillors prior to its meeting next 

week.  It was noted that a special extraordinary Town Council meeting would 

be called following the Working Group’s gathering.  Councillor Dawson 

expressed concern that to date no consultation had been carried out with local 

businesses which could be impacted by any remedial work.  In addition, any 

additional expense to repair the pavers would be a waste of money and would 

be a repeat of what had occurred when the Gateway Project was undertaken 

without first establishing the facts and costs.  Councillor Taylor informed the 

Council that as Chairman of the Urban Group he has commissioned an 

independent report produced by an expert in the field of highway construction, 

in order to provide some facts.  It was evident from previous discussions that 

decisions could be made based on prejudiced opinion rather than on fact and 

therefore were not objective.  The Town Council should be fully informed on 

the facts before making any decisions.    The circulated report provides the 

options available.  There was opinion that the facts have not changed and the 

situation remains the same as when the Gateway project was being considered. 

The carriageway is the responsibility of the County Council and should remain 

its responsibility.      The Chairman, Councillor Story, reminded the Council 

that an extra-ordinary meeting would be held within the next fortnight to 

consider all views and come to a final opinion which will be forwarded to the 

County Council.   He encouraged all Councillors to read the report submitted.  

ii. Section 106 apportionment – Following receipt of confirmed quotes, the final 

apportionment of Sec. 106 funds had been identified against the three agreed 

projects.  It was noted that the apportionment had been confirmed by both the 

Amenities and Finance Committees.  This would be forwarded to the District 

Council for the release of the funding as the Town Council contribution has 

also been identified within the budget.  

iii. Budget Report at the end of December 2017 - A copy was provided for each 

member of the Council, to examine and raise any issue or questions with the 

Town Clerk outside the meeting. 

iv. Specification for a Groundsman – A report on the specification being 

considered by the Amenities Committee was circulated for discussion under the 

Amenities item; if necessary in Closed Session. 
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v. The Shack Lease - It was reported that a very positive meeting had been held 

with the Methodist Church in respect of taking on the Lease of the Shack.  This 

item would be discussed in greater detail under the Amenities item.  

vi. New Table and Chairs – A summary report had been circulated regarding the 

potential purchase of new tables and chairs for the Court Room.  It was noted 

that the Council had considered upgrading the current stacking tables, which 

were very heavy to manage, with more practical and adaptable units.  This item 

would be discussed under Finance. 

vii. Mid-Lent Fair Monday 12 March 2018 - All Councillors were requested to 

submit their response to the Mid-Lent Fair opening reception as this will assist 

with catering arrangements. 

viii. Charter Day Commemoration Service Sunday 11
th

 February 2018 – All 

Councillors were reminded to submit their returns as this would assist with 

organising arrangements at All Saints Church.  A special Evensong service had 

been arranged to commemorate the Town’s Charters. 

ix. Town Hall Souvenir Guide and leaflet -   Samples of these draft pamphlets were 

circulated.  It was noted that these were being produced by the Strategic 

Development Committee and the final documents would be shortly produced 

in-house once all photographs had been provided.  
 

542. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
     

a. Councillor Miss Griffin presented the notes of the meeting of 09 January 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: None raised   

c. It was proposed by Councillor Miss Griffin, seconded by Councillor A Croft that the 

notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  This was agreed by majority vote with three abstentions. 
 

543. STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

a. Councillor M Sawyer presented the notes of the meeting of 10 January 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: None raised 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Sawyer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Sismore that the 

notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  This was agreed by majority vote with one abstention.      
 

544. AMENITIES COMMITTEE 
 

a. Councillor B Sandall presented the notes of the meeting of 16 January 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion:  

i. Councillor Swan was not present at the meeting and had submitted his apologies.  

This was noted. 

ii. Groundsman Specification - The Chairman of the Amenities advised that the 

Committee had examined this subject.  The Town Clerk reminded the Council that 

this was part of the consideration of the review of the ground maintenance 

arrangements by the Town Council. The specification circulated had been 

previously agreed by the Council and this was solely a further reconfirmation of the 

process which is being monitored closely by the Council’s HR advisor.  It was 

confirmed that the ground maintenance role would exclude the Park Attendant 

duties. 
 

Proposal 1 – It was proposed by Councillor Bisnauthsing seconded by Councillor Dawson 

and unanimously RESOLVED that the Groundsman specification is accepted and 

approved for processing. 
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iii. The Shack Lease – Councillor B Sandall reported that a very positive meeting had 

been held with the Methodist Church in respect of taking on the Lease of the 

Shack.  They had requested whether the Council would consider reducing the 

£1000.00 p.a. rent for the first 3year Lease to £800.00 per annum to enable them 

establish a structure on a community-style cafe hub.  
 

Proposal 2 – It was proposed Councillor Dawson seconded by Councillor Bisnauthsing 

and unanimously RESOLVED that the first 3year lease is granted to the Methodist 

Church on a fixed rate of £800.00 per year plus utilities.   
     

c. It was proposed by Councillor B Sandall, seconded by Councillor Ms M Couch that the 

notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  This was unanimously agreed. 
 

545. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

a. Councillor Mrs S J Sandall presented the notes of the meeting of 23 January 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion:  

i. Tables and Chairs – The Chairman Councillor Story informed the Council that the 

round tables were borrowed.  The logistics of movement was arduous and not 

advisable in terms of long-term practicalities.  If the Town Council is serious about 

expanding the use of the Town Hall facilities, it does need to upgrade the current 

furniture provision in the Court Room.  The cost and images of the replacement 

furniture being considered was circulated.  It was suggested that square tables 

rather than round tables would be more flexible and adaptable to the occasions 

being arranged at the Town Hall.  The costs circulated would be for 100 chairs and 

10 x 5ft square tables to accommodate a total of 80 persons comfortably.  It was 

recognised that the Finance Committee had not examined the subject but it was 

appreciated that there is a Civic Dinner approaching and it would be helpful to have 

these items in place before then. It was noted that the cost circulated included the 

10 tables, 100 chairs, storage and transportation trolleys amounted to £2,344.00 + 

VAT. 
 

Proposal 3 – It was proposed by Councillor Ms. Couch seconded by Councillor S Carroll 

and RESOLVED that the Council proceed with the purchase of new tables and chairs for 

the Court Room.  There was one vote against. 
 

Proposal 4 – It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Johnson, seconded by Councillor S 

Carroll and RESOLVED that the colour of the chairs considered should be black.  There 

were five abstentions. 
 

ii. Town Hall Hire Tariff - Councillor Mrs S J Sandall outlined the reasons for the 

review of the Town Hall tariff.  It was understood that the Finance Committee 

would discuss the level of reduction for charities and societies at its next meeting.  

The Town Clerk reminded the Council that in the interest of best regulatory 

practice, no permission or agreement to utilise Stamford Town Council assets may 

be given or entered into with any third party without clear and unequivocal consent 

having been obtained from the appropriate Committee and then ratified by the 

Town Council.  This regulation applies to every Councillor and equally to all 

members of staff, without exception.  Failure to adhere to this ruling puts the 

Council’s Insurance Liability at risk.   

iii. Town Hall Cleaning Contract – Councillor Mrs S J Sandall informed the meeting 

that this is being discussed with the current contractor and the benefits examined by 

the Finance Committee.   
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c. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor Mrs Sismore 

that the notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by 

the Chairman.  This was agreed by majority vote with one abstention. 
  

546. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

Schedule no. 9 (transactions 5550 to 5617) and had been circulated for consideration.     
 

Proposal 6 – It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor B C 

Sumner that schedule No 9 is agreed and approved for payment, this was RESOLVED 

and unanimously agreed. 
 

547. QUESTIONS WITHOUT DISCUSSION – None raised. 
 

  

   Chairman  

(The meeting closed at 9.40p.m.) 

 

 

 

 


