
 

 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT MEETING  

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 07 MARCH 2018 AT 10.00AM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD 

 

PRESENT  Councillor M Sawyer (Chairman) 

   Councillor Alan Swan (Vice–Chairman) 

  Councillor Bill Turner (substituting for Councillor Mrs S Sismore) 

  Councillor Allen Hewett 

 

 

Also in attendance:   Civic Officer 

Mary Davies – Tourist Information Centre 

                                Leah Rickard – Library Services  

Christine Bearne – Town Hall Guide 

Chris Hunt – Town Hall Guide 

Penny Rowley– Town Hall Guide 

 

Public Participation – None 

 

10.00am – Tourism Working Group meeting (TWGM) 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Ann Ellis (Stamford in Bloom) 
 

a. Presentation for Invest SK 

   

Mr Andrew Norman, Head of Visitor Economy for Invest SK, gave a presentation on how 

SKDC hopes to encourage visitors, focusing on the current 2-year plan. The Chairman 

requested that, to save time, any questions should be sent to him for forwarding. Mr Norman 

agreed to send an electronic copy of his presentation to the Chairman, who will then circulate 

it to STC. 
 

b. Town Hall Activity Sheet for Children  
 

The Civic Officer reported that a meeting has been arranged with Michelle Feasey (Tour 

Guide) to progress the activity sheets. 
 

c. Town Hall Souvenir Guide and Information Leaflet 
 

Penny Rowley informed members that the Souvenir Guide has been finalized and approved by 

STC. 30 copies of each would be printed in-house initially, the small print run allowing easy 

correction (if required) without significant wastage.  
 

d. Browne’s Hospital Opening  
 

No update on visitor access until next Browne’s Trustees meeting (Monday 14th May). The 

Chairman will enquire whether a new curator has been appointed, which one TWG member 

thought was the case.  
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e. Stamford in Bloom 
 

A brochure was circulated detailing The Stamford in Bloom Heritage Route. All those present 

wished to express their thanks to Ann Ellis for her untiring, ongoing and productive efforts. 

f. Malcolm Sargent Room collection - Penny Rowley informed the members that she and 

The Deputy Town Clerk would go through the collection over three Fridays. The items would 

be refreshed and displayed in chronological order. 
 

g. Other Tourism matters discussed 

 

• Saturday Town Hall tours, to include the cellars 

• A special Mayor’s Parlour tour, with the emphasis on Bull-Running 

• A Children's Council meeting in the Chamber 

• A Cemetery tour taking in the Chapel, the general layout, the more interesting graves and 

any wildlife of interest, with refreshments available in the Chapel 

• Evening Town Hall tours 

• Separate the MS Room tour from the remainder of the TH, because those who know 

nothing about him aren't interested and those who do want an extended tour 

• Music playing in the MS Room during tours 

• Putting the MS photos on disc and showing them on a loop 

• Better information about the Royal Charters (to include translations), possibly in the form 

of a leaflet 

• Parking on residential driveways for a small fee. Cllr. Swan offered to investigate this. 

The TWG meeting was closed at 1100 and non-SSDC Committee members left the room. 

The Strategic Development Committee meeting began at 11.05am 

642. Apologies for Absence  
 

Councillor Tony Story, Councillor Mrs S Sismore had submitted apologies; these 

were noted and accepted. 
 

643. Declarations of Interest 
 

None declared. 
 

644. Minutes  
 

The Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 07 February 2018, were 

confirmed and signed as a true record of the meeting.   
 

645. Action points 

a. Town Hall Activity Sheet for Children  

b. Town Hall Souvenir Guide 

c. Browne’s Hospital                        

d. Stamford in Bloom 

See the Tourism notes above.  
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646. Co-option of Luke Macdonald for drafting Emergency Plan 
 

Proposal 1 - On the proposal of Councillor Sawyer, seconded by Councillor Turner, 

it was unanimously RESOLVED that Luke Macdonald be co-opted on to the SSDC 

Committee to continue his excellent work on preparing STC’s draft emergency plan. 

647. To consider Heritage Working Group Projects: 
 

a. Malcolm Sargent Collection 

Proposal 2 – on the proposal of Cllr Sawyer, seconded by Cllr. Hewett, it was 

unanimously RESOLVED to proceed as per the Tourism notes above. 
 

b. Castle Dyke: The Chairman confirmed that the Town Clerk will be applying for 

the installation of the Royal Arms in Castle Dyke. He pointed out that the delay 

was caused by the legally-required involvement of Historic England. 
  

648. Update report on upgrading website 
 

The Chairman informed the members that any feedback from Councillors was 

required before 1st April 2018. This was the ‘going live’ date. 
 

649. Update on next Newsletter publication 
 

The Civic Offer stated that the next newsletter would be issued late May 2018 and 

that a few articles had already been received. 
 

650. Any Other Business for Consideration  
 

a. SiB Apron: A promotional apron for Stamford in Bloom was displayed and will be 

on sale at The Town Hall and The Tourist Information Centre. 

b. Casterton Road: Councillor Sawyer alerted this Committee that Casterton Road 

(from Scotgate to Waverley Gardens) has pot holes, peeling surface and uneven 

iron works. He suggested this should be re-classified as a ‘B’ road in the hope this 

would lead to more frequent inspection and better maintenance, especially as it 

serves as an A1 bypass when that road is closed. The Chairman also mentioned 

that he had written to Richard Davis about the condition of roads and footpaths in 

Stamford in general, traffic flow through the Town and the ongoing lack of on-

street car parking.  

c. Barriers on car parks: The Chairman was concerned about the proposed 

installation of barriers to SKDC car parks, suggesting that this may be a pre-cursor 

to ending free 1800-0800 car parking and removing the right of ticket purchasers 

to pass on unused time to new car park entrants. 

d. Museum store: The Chairman suggested that STC should plan for a worst-case 

scenario in the event that, when the remaining 8 years of the current lease expires,  

LCC wishes to use the building for another function (or even to demolish it), so 

that the 24,000 items will remain in Stamford. 

 

651.  Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday, 04 April 2018 at 10am 

 

Chairman   

 (The meeting closed at 11.40am.) 


