
 
STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY, 26 JUNE 2018 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD  

 

 

PRESENT Councillor M Sawyer, Chairman 

Councillor Miss B Griffin 

Councillor M Exton 

Councillor B Sandall 

Councillor Mrs S J Sandall 

Councillor J Dawson  

Councillor Ms M Couch 

Councillor Mrs S Sismore 

Councillor B Turner 

Councillor D Taylor 

Councillor A Croft 

Councillor A Swan 

Councillor A Billington 

Councillor S Carroll 

Councillor D Dorson 

  Councillor Mrs M Pitt 

 

ALSO PRESENT Town Clerk 

   Ian Yates, Strategic Director of SKDC 

   Councillor R Foulkes, LCC Stamford East 

Mr J Dadge, Barker Storey Matthew  

0 member of public 

Stamford Mercury 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
 

Mr Dadge thanked the Council for allowing him the courtesy of providing a short introduction to an 

alternative development of low density on the Kettering Road 2.5 acres development site.  The 

suggestion is for five dwellings, which would settle better into the landscape.  A number of different 

designs were illustrated and it was confirmed that the Burghley Estates Manager has already had 

some modest input to the building style. The architecture reflects the local environment with roof 

heights within the development designed to keep the appearance sympathetic to the surroundings.  

It is recognised that the previous, larger development proposed raised considerable objection.  The 

Planning Authority needed to be convinced that this alternative scheme is viable, as their Local Plan 

states that this allocated site should be comprehensibly developed.   This alternative scheme would 

be subject to a planning application and to be successful it will require the support of the Town 

Council, as it will be the local community which will influence the final outcome.  The Civic Society 

is also being consulted and it is hoped that the scheme will be supported.  It was recognised that the 

considerable objections were overruled by the Inspector who granted approval, on Appeal, to the 

denser development.  The site will be served by a single access road.  The value of the development 

will be at the top end of the price range, which would enable a significant level of contribution 

towards affordable housing in the vicinity, but not on the site.  Therefore, any representation made 

by the Town Council should make sure the Sec.106 funds are spent within Stamford.  Reference 

was made to the intention to narrow the Friars Callis access, but at present no information is 

available.  The Mayor thanked Mr Dadge for his informative presentation.    
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Formal meeting commenced 7.45pm 

 

108. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE(Agenda Point 1) 
 

Councillor H Bisnauthsing, Councillor B C Sumner, Councillor T Story, Councillor Mrs B 

A Sumner and Councillor Mrs G Johnson submitted reasons for their absence.  The reasons 

were noted and accepted.  
 

Councillor D Brailsford, LCC Stamford West also submitted apologies. 
 

109. DECLARATION OF INTEREST (Agenda Point 2) 
 

Councillor M Exton declared a Personal Interest in respect of any discussions related to 

planning as he is on the SKDC Development Management Committee. 
 

Councillor D Dorson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of any discussion 

relating to staff as his wife is Deputy Town Clerk. 
 

Councillor Mr and Mrs Sandall declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in respect of 

items 6762 and 6763 as they related to payments to their business. 
 

Councillor M Sawyer declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of payment 6788 

and 6789 as it related to his Mayoral allowance. 
  

110. MINUTES (Agenda Point 3) 
 

The Chairman Councillor Sawyer accepted the notes of the Town Council meeting held on 

Tuesday, 29 May 2018 which had been circulated and had been read with any minor changes 

having been advised to the Town Clerk.  He asked whether there were any points that 

required attention. 
 

The Town Clerk raised two points which may need to be reconsidered. The first was the 

possible review of the appointment of Councillor Mrs Brenda Sumner to the Stamford 

United Municipal Charities.  As she had been give to understand that with the additional 

appointment to one of the District Council Committees, there appeared to be a clash of times 

which resulted in either unacceptable lateness or inability to attend the meeting.  This caused 

problems for the charity, as the meetings would not be able to proceed as they would either 

not be quorate or have to commence late.   The second was that the Finance Committee has 

recommended a review of an alternative appointment to the Stamford First Working Group, 

leading the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

The Council considered the situation and Councillor Maxine Couch offered to attend the 

Municipal Charity meetings.   
 

Proposal 1 -   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor B 

Turner and unanimously RESOLVED that Councillor Maxine Couch would be the 

appointed representative on the Stamford United Municipal Charities and Councillor Mrs B 

S Sumner stands down.    
 

In respect of an alternative representative to Councillor Carroll on the Stamford First Group 

was discussed.  There was question as to accuracy of the procedure and whether it was 

permissible to amend the representation on the Neighbourhood Working Group and how the 

Finance Committee recommended such an alteration.  The Town Clerk advised that the 

recommendation was made for good reason.  She reminded the meeting that all 

recommendations made by Committees are suggestions for Council consideration and are 

not a mandate.  As Town Clerk she considered it a dereliction of her duty if she did not draw 

attention to the Mayor and Chairman of Finance, her line managers, of the recent social 

media messages which were bringing the Council into disrepute, especially in light of the 
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requirement for the Neighbourhood Plan to be aligned with the SKDC Local Plan.  Both 

Councillor Mrs S Sandall and the Town Clerk had made several attempts, as a courtesy, to 

discuss the situation with Councillor Carroll prior to this meeting but he was unavailable to 

meet them.  The Town Clerk stated that it was up to the Council to decide whether they 

wished to ratify Proposal 4 of the Finance Committee meeting of 12 June 2018.  If that was 

the decision, it would supersede the appointment Councillor Carroll on the Stamford First 

Working Group.  It was understood there would be no alteration to Councillor Bisnauthsing 

and Councillor Taylor being appointed to the Stamford First Working Group.  Councillor 

Exton, on a Point of Order, did not personally believe that the Finance Committee could 

overturn a decision by the Town Council.  The Town Clerk stated that they were not 

overturning any decision of the Town Council, but were seeking a review recommending 

the substitution of Councillor Carroll. Debate ensued that it was considered that, firstly, the 

Town Council should ratify the accuracy of the debate as reflected in the minutes of 29 May 

2018.  Then any subsequent resolution may follow and be recorded in the minutes of the 

Town Council meeting of 26 June 2018.     
 

Proposal 2 - It was proposed by Councillor Sawyer, seconded by Councillor Swan and 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 29 May are a true record of the meeting and 

be signed by the Chairman.  There were 12 votes in Favour, 1 Against and 3 Abstentions. 
 

Proposal 3 - The following three Councillors, Mrs S J Sandall, J Dawson and M Sawyer 

requested that the appointments to the Stamford First Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 

be reviewed by the Town Council.   This was RESOLVED.  There were 12 votes in Favour, 

4 Against and 1 Abstention 
 

There was concern that both the decisions taken by the Town Council and Finance 

Committee could be ultra vires, as it appears that Stamford First is autonomous. However, 

Councillor Taylor advised that as Chairman of Stamford First Neighbourhood Plan Group, 

he confirmed this group is answerable to the Town Council.  The Town Council at the outset 

of the Neighbourhood Plan project ratified the Stamford First Neighbourhood Plan Group 

constitution which granted them authority to decide on its working members.  Stamford First 

Neighbourhood Plan Group represents the will and the wishes of Stamford residents in terms 

of the future development of the Town.  The residents are consulted throughout this process 

and without evidence of this process the plan will not be approved. Therefore, Stamford First 

is not an autonomous body as it functions under the auspices of the Town Council. 
 

Proposal 4 – It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor M 

Sawyer and RESOLVED that the appointment of the Stamford First Neighbourhood Plan 

Group comprises Councillors J Dawson, H Bisnauthsing and D Taylor. There were 7 votes 

in Favour, 3 Against and 6 Abstentions.  
 

The Chairman Councillor Sawyer accepted the notes of the Extra Ordinary Town Council 

meeting held on Tuesday, 12 June 2018 which had been circulated, had been read with any 

minor amendments having been advised to the Town Clerk.  He asked whether there were 

any points that required attention.  Councillor Mrs Pitt stated that she was present at the 

meeting but had been missed off the attendance list.  This was noted and amended. 
 

Proposal 5 - It was proposed by Councillor Sawyer, seconded by Councillor Dorson and 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of 12 June are a true record of the meeting and 

be signed by the Chairman.  There were 15 votes in Favour, and 1 Abstention. 
  



Town Council  4 Tuesday, 26 June 2018 

 
111. REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES / ORGANISATIONS(Agenda Point 4) 
 

a. Lincolnshire County Council – Councillor Foulkes informed the new ‘scam aware’ 

campaign.  He reported that Red Lion Street will be closed due to essential maintenance 

work.  Potholes in Stamford are being gradually addressed and the list is reducing.   A 

Pedestrian Crossing Assistant (lollipop person) had been appointed to assist children 

crossing near Bluecoat School.   

b. South Kesteven District Council – No reports presented 

c. Town Councillors On Outside Bodies – The Chairman Councillor Sawyer confirmed he 

had circulated the latest report from the Police Inspector to members of the Council to 

provide an update on police operations. 
 

112.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT(Agenda Point 5) 
 

a. Correspondence – A schedule of correspondence had been e-mailed to all members to 

examine.  Any queries relating to any element of such correspondence should be directed 

to the Officer dealing with that item. 

b. Action Points – The status of action points relating to each committee had been circulated 

to members to keep them informed. 

c. Other matters related to Council business: 

i. The Tourism Forum held at the William Cecil on the 25th June had been a success 

and was well attended. 

ii. High Street St. Martin’s – It was reported that LCC Highways was proposing to 

amend the waiting restrictions and pedestrian crossing facilities in order to 

maintain a safe two-way flow. This was noted. 

iii. LCC Urban Grass Cutting - It was confirmed that all arrangements were in place 

and the first cut paid for by the Town Council is anticipated towards the end of 

this month. 

iv. SKDC Local Plan – It was reported that SKDC was consulting on the proposed 

submission of the Local Plan and representation must be submitted by 23 July 

2018.  The Town Clerk requested to be advised how the Town Council wishes 

its representation to be made. Following discussion, it was considered that it 

would be preferable if all members submitted an individual response. 
 

Proposal 6 – It was proposed by Councillor B Turner, seconded by Councillor J Dawson 

and RESOLVED that all members should submit an individual response and no formal 

response would be submitted by the Town Council. There were 13 votes in Favour and 3 

Abstentions. 
 

v. Stamford in Bloom – It was noted that the competition judging date for Stamford 

would be held on 02 July 2018.    
 

113. EVENTS COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 6 ) 
 

a. Councillor Ms M Couch presented the notes of the meeting of Monday, 04 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: None 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Ms Couch, seconded by Councillor Miss B Griffin that 

the notes are a true reflection of the meeting and RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  There was one abstention.  
 

114. PLANNING COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 7) 
     

a. Councillor S Carroll presented the notes of the meeting of Tuesday, 05 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: It was noted that Councillor Dorson’s name was spelt incorrectly. 

This was noted and would be amended. 
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c. It was proposed by Councillor S Carroll, seconded by Councillor D Dorson that the notes 

were a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the Chairman.  

There was one abstention.  
 

115. AMENITIES COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 9) 
 

a. Councillor B Sandall presented the notes of the meeting of Tuesday, 05 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: None raised. 

c. It was proposed by Councillor B Sandall, seconded by Councillor Ms M Couch that the 

notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  There was one abstention. 
 

116. STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 8) 
 

a. Councillor A Croft presented the notes of the meeting of Wednesday, 06 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion:  

c. It was proposed by Councillor Croft, seconded by Councillor Mrs Sismore that the notes 

are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the Chairman.  

There was one abstention.  
 

117. FINANCE COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 10) 
 

a. Councillor Mrs S J Sandall presented the notes of the meeting of Tuesday, 12 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: Proposal 4 was withdrawn (see discussion and proposal 4 above)  

c. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor Mrs S Sismore 

that the notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  This was agreed by majority vote with 2 Against and 1 Abstention. 
 

118. SCRUTINY & AUDIT COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 11) 
 

a. Councillor B Turner presented the notes of the meeting of Wednesday, 13 June 2018. 

b. Matter for discussion: None 

c. It was proposed by Councillor B Tuner, seconded by Councillor Mrs S Sismore that the 

notes are a true reflection of the meeting and be RESOLVED and signed by the 

Chairman.  This was agreed by majority vote with 1 Abstention. 
 

119. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT(Agenda Point 12) 
 

Schedule no. 3 (transactions 6745 to 6789) and had been circulated for consideration.     

 

Proposal 7 – It was proposed by Councillor J Dawson, seconded by Councillor Ms. M 

Couch that Schedule No. 3 is agreed and approved for payment, this was RESOLVED by 

majority vote with 4 Abstentions. 

 

120. QUESTIONS WITHOUT DISCUSSION(Agenda Point 13)    -  None raised 

 

 

 

   Chairman  

(The meeting closed at 8.35pm) 

 


