
 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY, 29 JANUARY 2019 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD  

 
 

PRESENT Councillor B Griffin, Chairman 

Councillor H Bisnauthsing 

Councillor M Exton  

Councillor Mrs S J Sandall  

Councillor J Dawson  

Councillor B C Sumner 

Councillor Ms M Couch 

Councillor Mrs S Sismore 

Councillor B Turner 

Councillor Mrs G Johnson 

Councillor D Taylor 

Councillor A Croft 

  Councillor Mrs A Billington   

Councillor S Carroll 

Councillor D Dorson 

Councillor Mrs M Pitt 

Councillor R Foulkes 

 

ALSO PRESENT Town Clerk 

   Rev. Andy Fyall - Superintendent Minister, The Stamford Methodist Circuit 

Deputy Town Clerk 

   0 Member of press  

0 Members of the public 

Mr Ian Yates, SKDC Strategic Director 
 

Formal meeting commenced 7.00pm 
 

 

591. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Point 1) 
 

Councillor B Sandall, Councillor T Story, Councillor Mrs B A Sumner and Councillor A 

Swan submitted their reasons for absence.  The reasons were noted and accepted.  
 

Apologies were also received from Councillor M Lee (Leader of South Kesteven District 

Council) and Councillor D Brailsford (LCC Councillor Stamford West).  These were noted. 
 

 

592. DECLARATION OF INTEREST (Agenda Point 2) 
 

Councillor M Exton and Councillor B C Sumner declared a Personal Interest in respect of 

any discussions related to planning as they are on SKDC’s Development Management 

Committee.  
 

Councillor D Dorson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of any 

discussions relating to staff as his wife is Deputy Town Clerk. 
 

593. MINUTES (Agenda Point 3) 
 

The notes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 18 December 2018 had been 

circulated and the Pink Paper was tabled. 
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It was proposed by Councillor M Exton, seconded by Councillor D Taylor and RESOLVED 

by majority vote that these minutes are a true record of the meeting and be signed by the 

Chairman.  There were three abstentions. 
 

594. REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES / ORGANISATIONS (Agenda Point 4) 
 

a) Councillor R Foulkes (Lincolnshire County Council, Stamford East) reported that the 

position of a pedestrian crossing operative had been filled.  The issue in respect of the 

pot-holes is being addressed, together with the issue of the large sinkhole on Lincoln 

Road which had re-opened.  Councillor Bisnauthsing asked whether the block paving in 

the High Street outside the former Nat West Bank needs to be added to the repair list.  

There was discussion regarding the Civil Parking Enforcement Wardens who are alleged 

to be issuing tickets when valid parking permits are on display.   

b) Mr Ian Yates, Strategic Director informed the meeting that the Article 4 Directive is now 

legally in place for Stamford.  The on-street Environmental Enforcement Officers are in 

operation and there have been successful Court actions brought against offenders not 

clearing up after their dogs and also people caught littering.  Councillor Exton informed 

the meeting that the SKDC Deep Clean is still live and will periodically visit the Town. 

The Town Clerk asked whether an instruction could be cascaded to the street sweeper 

operative not to sweep the footpaths where rock salt had been spread, especially during 

this very cold spell.  Councillor Bisnauthsing identified that there were issues with 

SKDC housing inappropriate tenants in certain locations and it was hoped that this matter 

could be investigated as it was causing serious upset for neighbours, with the Police 

having to attend on a number of occasions. 

c) Stamford Ward Councillors – Councillor D Taylor informed the meeting that he was 

aware that the Town Council had requested that application S18/2128 is called-in by 

SKDC’s Development Control Committee.  However, he is in discussion with the 

Planning Officer who is in dialogue with the applicant to establish whether some 

adjustments could be made to address the concerns of the neighbours.  Should the 

application require being called-in the Planning Officer will undertake this action. 

d) Town Councillors on Outside Bodies – The Deputy Mayor thanked Councillor Maxine 

Couch for attending the Stamford Holocaust memorial service in her absence.  She was 

also pleased to note that a number of Town Councillors were able to attend the recent 

SKDC Cultural Strategy meeting at the Arts Centre. 
 

595. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT (Agenda Point 5) 
 

a) Correspondence – A schedule of correspondence would be e-mailed to all members to 

keep them informed.  Any queries relating to any element of such correspondence should 

be directed to the Officer dealing with that item. 

b) Action Points – The status of action points relating to each committee had been circulated 

to members to keep them informed. 

c) Other matters related to Council business: 

i. Budget Report - All members of the Town Council had been provided with a 

summary report on the status of the finances and the position of the 2018/19 

budget.  If any members had questions or queries they are invited to contact the 

Town Clerk for clarification. 

ii. Civic Invitations – Members had been circulated with an invitation to the Deputy 

Mayor’s Georgian Walk and Afternoon Tea on Friday 01 March 2019.  All 

responses should be forwarded to the Civic Officer. 

iii. Councillor Lapel Pin – The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the lapel pins 

had now been received and would be issued to all future standing councillors. 
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iv. Removal of Sycamore Tree on Water Street – SKDC had advised the Town 

Council that due to the serious fungal problem, this tree will be felled.  The work 

will commence imminently.  

v. Short Guide to Pre-Election – The Town Clerk circulated a short guide on how 

Councillors should conduct themselves during the pre-election period called 

‘Purdah’.  She emphasised that this was important and if breached could result in 

significant consequences for offenders.  Two press releases, one for the 

Newsletter and the other for the Stamford Mercury, had been circulated for 

approval. The Town Clerk also referred to the Open Letter from the Chairman of 

the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), circulated to all 

Councillors, which encouraged diversity to strengthen local democracy.  
 

Proposal 1 – It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S Sismore, seconded by Councillor 

H Bisnauthsing and unanimously resolved that the two items for publication in the 

Newsletter and Stamford Mercury are approved. Action: Town Clerk 
 

vi. Buckingham Palace Garden Party -    The Town Clerk informed the Committee 

that this item had been considered by members of the Town Council via e-mail. 

Due to the very short response time it had been suggested that all the names of 

Past Mayors who had not been to a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace should 

be placed in a hat and a name drawn.  It was noted that three names had been 

pulled out in the event the individual could not, or did not wish, to attend.  It was 

noted that Past Mayor John Judge and guest had been approached and submitted 

as Stamford’s candidates.  It was recognised that the names go forward to the 

Lord Chamberlain for final selection. 

vii. LCC Grit Bins – The Town Clerk reported that some of the LCC Grit bins had 

been removed without consultation with the Town Council.  This matter is being 

discussed with LCC as the bin on Keeble Close had a community group looking 

after it and was well used. It is hoped that the bin will be replaced.  

viii. Horseshoe Lane Lighting enhancement – The Town Clerk reported that the Civic 

Society was engaging with the Cosy Club to canvass their support in upgrading 

the lighting on Horseshoe Lane and funding two lanterns to be fixed to their 

building.  It was confirmed that Stamford Town Council had one lantern which 

was being held by LCC Street Lighting section and which had already received 

approval to be fixed on the corner of the SKDC building housing the public 

conveniences as part of the Red Lion Square lighting project. It had been 

requested whether the Town Council would grant permission for this lantern to 

be used within the Horseshoe Lane lighting scheme and for it to be fixed on the 

Cosy Club building at the corner of Sheep Market and Horseshoe Lane. 

 

Proposal 2 – It was proposed by Councillor J Dawson, seconded by Councillor Ms 

M Couch and RESOLVED by majority vote that the Town Council lantern should 

be used in the Horseshoe Lane lighting scheme and be installed at the corner of the 

Sheep Market and Horseshoe Lane.  There were two abstentions. 

 

ix. Red Lion Square gulley clearing – Councillor Bisnauthsing observed that the Red 

Lion Square drainage gullies were all blocked and needed cleaning.  The Town 

Clerk agreed to take this matter forward with LCC Highways.  Action – Town 

Clerk. 

x. Aldi Investment in Stamford – The Town Clerk confirmed that correspondence 

had been received requesting a meeting with the Town Council to discuss a 

proposal by Aldi for investment in Stamford.  This was noted and a mutually 

convenient date and time is to be arranged. 
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596. STREET NAMING – DEVELOPMENT ON FORMER GARAGE SITE, 

UFFINGTON ROAD, STAMFORD. 

 

Councillors were circulated with a copy of the layout and location plan of the residential 

development on the former garage site along Uffington Road by Wynbrook Ltd.   The 

developer had proposed the following names Top Lock Meadows; Lock Mews; Keepers 

Court and Windlass Court.  Following discussion, it was suggested that Dexter Close and 

Wigmore Close could be considered.  It was recognised that all the proposed names were 

associated with the waterways and locks in that location. 
 

Proposal 3 – It was proposed by Councillor Ms M Couch, seconded by Councillor Mrs A 

Billington and RESOLVED by majority vote that the proposed names were acceptable and 

that Wigmore Close should also be considered.  There was one vote Against and one 

Abstention. 
 

597. EVENTS COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 6) 
 

a. Councillor Ms M Couch presented the notes of  Monday, 07 January 2019 meeting. 
 

b. Matters for discussion: None. 
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Ms M Couch, seconded by Councillor A Croft and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the notes are a true reflection of the meeting held on 

Monday, 07 January 2019 and the actions with recommendations of the Events 

Committee be approved and signed by the Chairman.  
 

598. PLANNING COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 7) 
 

a. Councillor S Carroll presented the notes of the meeting of  Tuesday, 08 January 2019 
 

b. Matter for discussion: It was noted that the Planning Committee would examine the 

SKDC Local Plan and respond to the LCC Statement of Community Involvement 

(Mineral & Waste). 
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor S Carroll, seconded by Councillor D Dorson and 

RESOLVED by majority vote that the notes are a true reflection of the meeting held on 

Tuesday, 08 January 2019 and actions with recommendations of the Planning Committee 

be approved and signed by the Chairman. There were three abstentions. 
 

599. AMENITIES COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 8) 
 

a. Councillor Mrs G Johnson presented the notes of  Tuesday, 08 January 2019 meeting. 
 

b. Matter for discussion:  There were some minor typographical errors which were noted 

and amended. 

  

c. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs G Johnson, seconded by Councillor J Dawson and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the notes were a true reflection of the meeting held on 

Tuesday, 04 December 2018 and actions with recommendations of the Amenities 

Committee be approved and signed by the Chairman.  
 

600. STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 9) 
 

a. Councillor Croft presented the notes of Wednesday 09 January 2019 meeting. 
 

b. Matter for discussion: 

i. Defibrillators – It was noted that during a recent First Aid training session it was 

considered that it may be advisable to have a defibrillator at the Town Hall.  

Following discussion, it was noted that through the Skells Trust three 



Town Council  5 Tuesday, 29 January 2019 

 
defibrillators had been acquired for the Town centre.  The Town Clerk confirmed 

that it had been considered for one to be installed in Broad Street and two in the 

High Street.  Debate ensued, and it was noted that one is already being installed 

in Broad Street at the new dental surgery and the other two at each end of the 

High Street but were subject to an application for Listed Building approval which 

the Town Council is funding.  There was general consensus to divert one of the 

units in the High Street to the Town Hall, as the activity in the building had 

increased and the community would be better served at this location.  Councillor 

Carroll suggested that Dosh4Defibs should be consulted as the units had been 

organised through them.  It was recognised that the Town Council had supported 

the scheme and appreciated the involvement of Dosh4Defibs but the final 

decision would be taken by the Town Council. 
 

Proposal 4 – It was proposed by Councillor H Bisnauthsing, seconded by Councillor J 

Dawson and RESOLVED by majority vote that one of the defibrillators is diverted to be 

stationed at the Town Hall. There was one vote Against. 
      

 

c. It was proposed by Councillor A Croft, seconded by Councillor Mrs S Sismore that by 

majority vote it was RESOLVED that the notes are a true reflection of the meeting 

held on 09 January 2019 and actions with recommendations of the Strategic Committee 

be approved and signed by the Chairman. There was one abstention.  
 

601. FINANCE COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 10) 
 

a. Councillor Mrs S J Sandall presented the notes of the meeting of Tuesday 15 January 

2019. 

b. Matter for discussion:  

i. Civil Ceremony Booking Form - Councillor Mrs S Sandall presented the draft 

booking form which would be used for Civil Ceremony bookings at the Town 

Hall.  All Councillors were circulated with the documentation for consideration.  

Councillor Mrs Billington said that she would examine it to ensure any legal 

matters were covered and, once cleared, it could be utilised.   
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor Mrs G Johnson 

and agreed by majority vote and RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting of 15 January 

2019 are a true reflection of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.  There was one 

abstention. 
 

602. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (Agenda Point 11) 
 

Schedule no. 10 (transactions 9157 to 9319) had been circulated for consideration.     
 

Proposal 5 - It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor Mrs S 

Sismore and unanimously RESOLVED that schedule No. 10 is agreed and approved for 

payment.   
 

603. QUESTIONS WITHOUT DISCUSSION (Agenda Point 12) - None 
 

 

 

 

Chairman 

   (The meeting closed at 8.30pm) 

 


