
 

 

 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY, 23 JULY 2019 AT 7.00PM  

IN THE TOWN HALL, STAMFORD  

 

PRESENT Councillor Miss B Griffin, Chairman (Town Mayor) 

Councillor Ms M Couch, Deputy Chairman (Deputy Mayor) 

Councillor M Exton 

Councillor B Sandall 

Councillor Mrs S J Sandall 

Councillor J Dawson  

Councillor B Turner 

Councillor Mrs G Johnson 

Councillor D Taylor 

Councillor S Carroll 

Councillor D Dorson 

  Councillor Mrs M Pitt 

  Councillor Mrs A Carter-Begbie 

  Councillor Mrs J Clarke 

  Councillor Mrs E Hooper 

  Councillor S Fenn 

  Councillor S Ford 

 

ALSO PRESENT Town Clerk 

   5 Members of public 

 

The Mayor requested a minute’s silence as a mark of respect following the recent death of former 

Councillor Gwyneth Gibbs. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
 

Climate Change Crisis – A representative from an action group asked the Town Council whether it 

could support the society taking action in a considered way to help relieve the global climate crisis.  

The Council was asked to investigate the potential for setting-up a Working Group to address some 

of the subjects that the action group was trying to address.  The Mayor considered that this was a 

huge issue and that we all must do our bit to recycle and rethink some of the activities that contribute 

to our throw-away society. The Town Council would need to discuss this matter and will make 

contact through the Town Clerk. 
 

Georgian Festival – A brief was provided to the Town Council on the forthcoming 2019 Georgian 

Festival which operates from Thursday 26 September until Sunday 29 September.  The programme 

included captivating stories of Stamford’s past, including a pioneering flight by the celebrated 

English balloonist Mr Green from Stamford gas works in 1825.  This year’s festival will celebrate 

the massive legacy of Georgian arts and architecture, exploring the role the town and its residents 

played in shaping local history.  There will be several free events taking place at various locations 

throughout the town, together with the popular Costume Ball, Mail Coach rides and Mrs Siddon’s 

Dressing Room which will be ticketed.  To date 1,500 tickets have been sold with some events sold 

out.   Sponsors have been identified to support event costs and the Town Council’s contribution is 

appreciated through the use of the Meadows and Town Hall.  The layout of the event this year will 

ease the flow of visitors within the town and allow the event to be easily accessible.  The 

programmes are available for distribution.  Rather than the Bull Running this year, there will be a 

ballooning theme with the finale on Saturday evening on the Meadows relating to a story of an 
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intrepid adventurer’s balloon flight.  Andrew Graham Dixon will be opening the event at the Oswald 

Elliot Hall, Stamford School, on Thursday evening.   There was disappointment expressed that the 

Bull Running was being omitted. The point was appreciated but it is a case of making the event 

fresh rather than continually using the same theme.  It was also noted that the Jane Austen talk would 

be advertised on the Jane Austen website as it will attract several visitors to the town. 
 

Green Spaces – A resident has asked the Town Council whether the green space by Selwyn Road 

and behind Cambridge Road could be planted with trees and wildflowers.  It will make the space 

more attractive and could possibly lower maintenance requirements.  Several Councillors supported 

the concept, which would be investigated by the Finance Committee with Lincolnshire County 

Council and South Kesteven District Council.  The Mayor advised that once investigated fully, the 

Town Clerk would provide feedback. 
 

Formal meeting commenced 7.25pm 

 

131. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE(Agenda Point 1) 
 

Councillor H Bisnauthsing, Councillor Mrs S Sismore, Councillor A Croft and Councillor 

Mrs A Wheeler submitted their reasons for absence.   
 

Proposal 1 - It was proposed by Councillor S Carroll seconded by Councillor D Dorson and 

unanimously RESOLVED the reasons are noted and accepted.  
 

Lincolnshire Councillors D Brailsford and R Foulkes also submitted their apologies for 

absence.  These were noted. 
 

132. DECLARATION OF INTEREST (Agenda Point 2) 
 

Councillor M Exton declared a Personal Interest in respect of any discussions related to 

planning as he is on the SKDC Development Management Committee; Personal and 

Prejudicial Interest was also declared in respect of any discussion related to Browne’s 

Hospital as he is on the Board of Trustees. 
 

Councillor B Sandall and Councillor Mrs S J Sandall declared a Personal and Prejudicial 

Interest in respect of payment item 10704 as it related to their family business.     
 

Councillor D Dorson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect of any discussion 

relating to staff as his wife is Deputy Town Clerk, and any discussion relating to the 

Stamford Festival. 
 

Chairman Councillor Miss Griffin declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in respect of 

item 10693, 10704, 10705, and 10713 relating to Mayoral allowance expenditure. Personal 

and Prejudicial Interest was also declared in respect of any discussion related to Browne’s 

Hospital as she is on the Board of Trustees. 
 

Councillor J Dawson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in respect any discussion 

related to Browne’s Hospital as he is on the Board of Trustees. 
 

133. MINUTES (Agenda Point 3) 
 

The notes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 25 June 2019 had been circulated 

together with the Pink Paper. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor B Sandall, seconded by Councillor J Dawson and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes and Pink Paper are a true and accurate reflection 

of the Town Council Meeting held Tuesday, 25 June 2019 and be signed by the Chairman.   
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134. REPORTS ON OUTSIDE BODIES / ORGANISATIONS(Agenda Point 4) 
 

a. Lincolnshire County Council – No Reports available. Councillor Taylor informed the Town 

Council that there appeared to be another Transport Strategy Survey for Stamford due in 

2021, which is of course welcome.  However, concern was expressed that strategy surveys 

had been undertaken in 2009 and 2017 which identified that the junctions in Stamford were 

at capacity, with a traffic modelling study having been carried out around the new 

developments coming on line.  But no action has been taken. This further survey appears to 

be a further extension to no action having been taken.  It was recognised that these surveys 

are carried out at significant cost, which is of great concern since Lincolnshire Highways 

budget is already under great strain. The results of a new survey will probably show a 

negligible difference.   
 

Proposal 2 – It was proposed by Councillor Couch, seconded by Councillor Johnson and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the report received by Councillor Taylor from Councillor 

Foulkes is circulated to all members of the Town Council. 
 

Councillor Dawson also observed that the recent surfacing repairs to the York Paving slabs 

in Horseshoe Lane were extremely poor and should be inspected.  Councillor Taylor reported 

that the Civic Society had undertaken a tour of the Town and submitted a detailed report to 

Lincolnshire Council on the areas which required attention. To date, no notice has been taken 

of these observations.  Following discussion, it was requested that the LCC Portfolio holder 

for Highways, Councillor Richard Davis, is requested to attend the September Town Council 

meeting to provide feedback on these issues and that of the sink-hole in Lincoln Road, which 

appears not to have been repaired in a correct manner. In addition, there are a significant 

number of trees which are overhanging and spreading across footpaths causing obstructions. 

The Town Clerk added that Councillor Bisnauthsing also had a list of locations he wished 

addressed. 
 

b. South Kesteven District Council – No reports received 
 

c. Town Councillors on Outside Bodies- None received 
 

d. Stamford Ward Councillors: 

i. Cliff Crescent – Councillor Turner stated that this footpath is very poorly lit with several 

trip hazards. 

ii. Eleanor Close – Councillor Hooper stated that this footpath which is by council housing 

needs urgent attention as it is overgrown and cannot be used by residents.     

iii. Barnack Road – Councillor Clarke raised concern that a number of residents along 

Barnack Road are prevented from parking along this road during Burghley Horse Trials.  

It is requested that the Town Council makes representation to Burghley on behalf of the 

residents requesting that they provide them free parking space within Burghley grounds 

during the Trials. It was important to gather information initially as the issue may be 

much more widespread and implemented by Highways rather than Burghley.  A 

suggestion was made that the District Council could offer free parking for those residents 

impacted.  However, it was recognised that this is reducing Council income rather than 

targeting the Burghley event. 
 

Proposal 3 – It was proposed by Councillor Clarke, seconded by Councillor Carter-Begbie 

and RESOLVED by majority vote that this situation is investigated, and the evidence is 

gathered before a letter is sent to the Burghley Estate.  There was one Abstention. 
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135. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT(Agenda Point 5) 
 

a. Correspondence – A schedule of correspondence had been e-mailed to all members to 

examine.  Any queries relating to any element of such correspondence should be directed 

to the Officer dealing with that item. 

b. Matters related to Council business: 

i. Battle of Britain – All members had been circulated with details of the Battle of 

Britain event scheduled on 15th September 2019 and were encouraged to attend the 

occasion. 

ii. Freemen’s Meadows – It was reported that a complaint had been received by a 

resident in respect of the condition of the Freemen’s Meadows.  The complaint had 

been forwarded to the Freemen who owned and managed the location.  It was noted 

that the land has become impossible to use for cattle grazing due to the shallow river, 

gates being left open, litter and uncontrolled dogs.  In the past the hay had been cut 

for animal feed but due to the volume of litter and dog waste it has made it unusable.  

The hay is now cut once a year and sent away for Bio Fuel. This cut is scheduled in 

the next few weeks.  The Freemen are working with the Welland Trust, Environment 

Agency and Anglia Water to support the improvement of the Mill Stream and River 

Welland.  This activity together with a ‘leave it alone’ approach to the Meadow will 

encourage wildlife and flowers to thrive.   

iii. New College Stamford – It has been confirmed that Peterborough Regional College 

and New College Stamford are now progressing a merger plan which will be 

completed by the end of the 2019/20 academic year.  Any questions on this matter, 

should be directed to the Principal who will be delighted to offer amplification. 

iv. Newsletter distribution – Councillors have been allocated some newsletters to 

distribute within their Wards.  This will inform the electorate of the activities of the 

Council.  Should any Councillor wish any further copies, please contact the Civic 

Officer. 

v. Browne’s Hospital Land Registration – A notice had been received from the Land 

Registry in respect of Browne’s Hospital wishing to register the land on which the 

Hospital stands, but also encompassing the War Memorial.  The Town Clerk 

informed the Council that following dialogue with the solicitor acting on behalf of 

the Browne’s Hospital Trust, he believed that the Trust could register the land which 

fronted the War Memorial.  However, on discussing the matter with the Land 

Registry Solicitor and Lincolnshire Highways Legal Team it was understood that the 

area fronting the War Memorial had always been Highways land and could not be 

registered.  The Town Clerk, with the permission of the Town Council, would pursue 

discussion with Highways in order to obtain the appropriate licence for the Town 

Council to continue to manage the area fronting the War Memorial and to object to 

the Land Registry application unless Browne’s resubmits drawings excluding the 

area fronting the War Memorial. 

vi. Stamford in Bloom Competition – The Town Clerk informed the Council that the 

results of the Stamford in Bloom competition would be announced on the 18th 

September.  The shortlist for the associated photographic competition had been 

selected and winners would be announced on the evening of 27th July at the Town 

Hall, when the awards would be made.  All Councillors were welcome to attend. 

vii. Mayor’s Town Guides – It was reported that Stamford’s Blue Badge Guide is looking 

to secure the professional Blue Badge guiding accreditation in Stamford and as her 

legacy to Stamford she is prepared to train a small group of individuals, possibly 

from the Town Hall Guides, who would be interested taking this forward.  It was 

hoped that they would be aligned to the Town Hall and be known possibly as 

Stamford Mayor’s Guides.   This would be on the Tourism Working Group agenda 

which is due to be held on Wednesday 21 August at 10am at the Town Hall.   
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Proposal 4 – It was proposed by Councillor B Sandall, seconded by Councillor J Dawson 

and unanimously RESOLVED that the Town Council agreed to the professional training of 

a small group of guides for the town to be known as Stamford Mayor’s Guides. 
 

viii. Job Centre – Councillors had been circulated with request from the Stamford and 

Grantham Job Centres for their support during an Employment Skills and Wellbeing 

Event at the end of August.  The objective of the event is to provide an opportunity 

for unemployed individuals to interact with employers. 
 

136. NOTICE OF MOTION TO CHANGE STANDING ORDERS (Agenda Point 6 ) 
 

The Chairman Councillor Griffin outlined the Notice of Motion: 

That all committees consist of a maximum of seven councillors.  The Committees to debate 

issues concerning the Council and make recommendations to the full Council.  The minutes 

to go before full Council where any issue or any item on the agenda can be debated and 

changed by the majority vote then ratified by full Council.  Signed by Cllr R Sandall, Cllr. 

H Bisnauthsing and Cllr A Croft 
 

There was question as to the difference between what is contained within the Council’s 

current Standing Orders and this Notice of Motion.  Councillor B Sandall stated that it was 

to ensure that the structure of any Committees is set at a maximum of seven members.  The 

Chairman Councillor Griffin stated that it was helpful to have more than seven, in the event 

of individuals having to leave a meeting as a result of a Prejudicial Interest declaration, so a 

meeting may remain quorate.  Councillor Turner stated that if the membership numbers 

increase the quorate increases, which complicates matters.  It is important to appreciate that 

it is incumbent on the member of a committee, if they are unable to attend, to secure a 

substitute.  It was recognised that on occasions the Planning Committee had found itself in 

difficulty, and it was suggested that a process should be implemented to have a bank of 

members who could be called upon to substitute at late notice.  The Town Clerk advised the 

Council that in the event of committees being disbanded, business may only be transacted 

in the presence of a quorate Council which in the case of Stamford Town Council is seven.   
 

Proposal 5 – It was proposed by Councillor Dawson, seconded by Councillor Couch and 

unanimously RESOLVED that the Notice of Motion is accepted, and the maximum 

membership of any committee is seven. 
 

137. TO APPROVE THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

  (Agenda Point 7 ) 
 

  Councillor Taylor presented the draft of the Stamford Neighbourhood Plan which has been  

prepared by Stamford First, on behalf of the Town Council, over the past three and half 

years.  The purpose of the presentation was to bring the Council up to speed with the 

document, the reasons and value of having a Neighbourhood Plan, and to inform the Council 

on the subsequent stages following public consultation. 
 

The issues which recently arose over the Kettering Road site when a development proposal 

had been received to construct 54 houses, which were not sympathetic to their surroundings 

and which was in the Conservation Area.  The initial application was refused, which then 

went to Appeal, and the refusal was upheld.  However, on a second Appeal process an 

amended application reducing the number of houses to 29, the submission was approved.  

This process indicated that Stamford had very little influence on planning matters, especially 

on future large developments and the growth of the Town.  In order to protect the character 

of Stamford and avoid such protracted processes, Stamford needs a Neighbourhood Plan.  

Once adopted the Neighbourhood Plan will be a Planning Policy which will protect the 

character of the town and the open green spaces we enjoy. 
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Stamford First operates under the auspices of the Town Council, consulted widely and has 

produced a Plan with reflects the comments of the residents of Stamford.  All the processes 

of Stamford First are transparent and available to view on the Stamford First website.  The 

final Plan will now go forward for public consultation over a period of 10 weeks to take 

account of the holiday period.  Following this consultation period, the Plan will be redrafted 

based on the feedback from the public. The Plan will then go to an independent Inspector 

for examination.  The role of the Inspector is to ensure that the correct process has been 

followed and all policies are evidence based. The Plan will then be subject to a Referendum 

when residents will have the opportunity to vote for the adoption of the Plan or not.  A simple 

majority vote will determine the result.  

Details of the consultation was outlined and there would be plenty of opportunity for all to 

submit their comments either via e-mail or by paper form, which will be recorded and 

retained.  Following discussion, it was asked whether a consultation venue could be included 

at Malcolm Sargent School.  The advertising of the Referendum will be managed by South 

Kesteven District Council.  The presentation will be forwarded to all members of the Council 

for its assimilation.  
 

Proposal 6 – It was proposed by Councillor D Taylor, seconded by Councillor M Pitt and 

RESOLVED by majority vote that the draft Neighbourhood Plan is approved for public 

consultation and that all members of the Council have the opportunity to submit their 

comments on the Plan as individuals rather than en bloc as a Council.  A recorded vote was 

requested. 
 

In Favour: Councillors Miss Griffin, Ms Couch, Exton, B Sandall, Mrs S J Sandall, 

Dawson, Turner, Mrs Johnson, Taylor, Dorson, Mrs Pitt, Mrs Carter-Begbie, Mrs Clarke, 

Mrs Hooper, Fenn, Ford. 

Abstention: Councillor Carroll 
 

138. EVENTS COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 8 ) 
 

a. Councillor Ms M Couch presented that the notes of the Events Committee meeting of  

Monday, 01 July 2019 are a true and accurate reflection of the proceedings. 

 

b. Matter for discussion: None.  
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Ms M Couch seconded by Councillor D Dorson and 

unanimously RESOLVED that Minutes of the 01 July 2019 with the acts, proceedings 

and recommendations of the Events committee are approved by the Council.    
 

139. PLANNING COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 9) 
     

a. Councillor S Carroll confirmed that the notes of the Planning Committee meeting of  

Tuesday, 02 July 2019 are a true and accurate reflection of the proceedings. 

 

b. Matter for discussion: The Town Clerk drew attention to the Haddon Road application 

which had be submitted to the Inspectorate for Appeal, which is in the Ward of 

Councillor Exton and Councillor Griffin. 
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor S Carroll, seconded by Councillor S Ford and 

RESOLVED by majority vote that Minutes of the 02 July 2019 with the acts, 

proceedings and recommendations of the Planning Committee are approved by the 

Council. There were two Abstentions.   
 

140. AMENITIES COMMITTEE(Agenda Point 10) 
 

a. Councillor B Turner confirmed the notes of the Amenities Committee meeting of  

Tuesday, 02 July 2019 are a true and accurate reflection of the proceedings. 
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b. Matter for discussion:  

• It was confirmed that the pavilion hut belonged to Rock Tennis Club. 

• Councillor Carroll drew attention to the litter in the Skatepark which is being 

removed by a volunteer and asked whether signs could be erected to remind the users 

that they should use the bins and that CCTV was recording their activities.  It was 

noted that there were only two SKDC Enforcement Officers covering the entire 

District, but they would be asked to patrol the Skatepark. 

• Councillor Mrs S J Sandall observed that there was no indication of the cost of the 

Kings Ramps Ltd event on the Skatepark on 5th August.  Councillor Mrs Johnson 

stated that no funds should be taken from the budget as the £1,680.00 cost of the 

event should be funded through sponsorship and donations received.  However, she 

did request that the Town Council paid the initial invoice whilst the committed 

revenue was gathered.  
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor B Turner, seconded by Councillor J Dawson and 

unanimously RESOLVED that Minutes of the 02 July 2019 with the acts, proceedings 

and recommendations of the Amenities committee are approved by the Council.   
 

141. FINANCE COMMITTEE (Agenda Point 11) 
 

a. Councillor Mrs S J Sandall presented that the notes of the Finance Committee meeting 

of  Tuesday, 09 July 2019 are a true and accurate reflection of the proceedings 
 

b. Matter for discussion:  

i. Item 122b – should read – An application would be created for councillors to use to 

support grassroot projects in their Community, instead of their Ward. 

ii. Proposal 1 & 2 – Councillor Taylor wished it to be noted that he voted against.   these 

proposals. 

iii. Item 122b – There was discussion in respect of the proposal to award each of the 

fourteen Town Councillors who are not District Councillors, £1000; in a similar 

manner to that which is implemented by the District Council to support Community 

projects.     It was suggested that £14,000 is a significant level of funding to find and 

it should be examined in November possibly for the next financial year, when the 

budget is being considered.  There was opinion that it was a little late in the year to 

commence altering current set budgets and earmarked reserves to fund pet projects.  

Councillor Johnson stated that the allocation from the District may be discontinued 

next year.  She and others are using some of their allocated funds towards the 

Stamford Skatepark event but did not think that she would be using her full 

allocation.  It was thought that in order to have a level playing field all Councillors 

should be allocated the sum and not penalise District Councillors.  In addition, it was 

considered that £21,000 or £14,000 is a large amount of money which could possibly 

be prove of better value if invested in one project rather than being spread across 

members. It was alleged that it could be perceived as a means of buying votes. 

Councillors combining funds should also be considered to support activities in the 

community.  There was recognition that such pockets of funding are valuable, and it 

is the responsibility of the Councillors to inform the public that these funds are 

available towards community projects, not for organisations to seek out these sources 

of funding.  Some District Councillors stated that they did not intend to use their 

allocation as they did not agree with the allocation and funds should be used towards 

approved community projects. Councillor Mrs S J Sandall wished to reconfirm that 

the proposal by the Finance Committee is to investigate the potential for allocating 

£1000 to the other fourteen Town Councillors this financial year, and if the District 

withdraw their scheme it would not be pursued by the Town Council either.  The 

Chairman Councillor Griffin summarised that the District Councillor’s Community 

Fund allocation is required to meet specific criteria before being approved by the 
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District Council, and it is suggested that the same method is adopted by the Town 

Council.  So Proposal No 1 will be withdrawn to enable a recorded vote be taken and 

then a vote will be taken on the rest of the Finance minutes. 
 

Proposal 7 – Councillor Mrs G Johnson requested a recorded vote be taken on 

Proposal 1 of Finance Minutes of 23 July 2019 proposed by Councillor B Sandall, 

seconded by Councillor Mrs S Sismore to investigate the potential of the initiative to 

provide a fund of £1,000.00 to each of the fourteen Town Councillors who do not 

receive a grant of £1000.00 from District Council, and for the Chairman, Vice-

Chairman and the Town Clerk are to examine the budget to identify how to provide 

the resource of £14,000.00 to support this initiative this year. The proposal was 

RESOLVED by majority vote. 
 

In Favour: Councillors Ms M Couch; R Sandall; Mrs S J Sandall; J Dawson; D Dorson; 

Mrs M Pitt; Mrs A Carter-Begbie; Mrs J Clarke; Mrs E Hooper 
 

Against: Councillor B Turner, D Taylor; S Carroll 
 

Abstention: Councillors Miss B Griffin; M Exton; Mrs G Johnson; S Fenn and S Ford 
 

c. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs S J Sandall, seconded by Councillor R Sandall and it 

was unanimously RESOLVED that Minutes of the 09 July 2019 with the acts, 

proceedings and recommendations of the Finance Committee are approved by the 

Council. 
 

142. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT(Agenda Point 12) 
 

Schedule no. 4 (transactions 10681 to 10715) and had been circulated for consideration.     
 

It was noted that all Councillors had been circulated with the Quarter 1 report together with 

the details of Schedule 4.  No comments were forthcoming. 
 

Proposal 8 – It was proposed by Councillor D Dorson, seconded by Councillor Ms M Couch 

and RESOLVED by majority vote that schedule No. 4 is agreed and approved for payment.  

There were three Abstentions. 
 

143. QUESTIONS WITHOUT DISCUSSION(Agenda Point 13)  
 

a. The Chairman Councillor Miss Griffin suggested that with the exception of the Planning 

Committee the Council should consider not having meetings in August, to provide a 

recess.  This would be an item on the next agenda. 

b. Councillor Mrs Clarke observed that not everyone’s Registration of Interests had been 

uploaded on to the Town Council’s website. The Town Clerk confirmed that this was 

obligatory and would check that this was completed. 

c. Councillor Dorson observed that earlier there had been a presentation from a member of 

public on the possibility of the Council managing some of the open green spaces.  He 

would urge Councillors to check their Wards to see whether there any such areas which 

could be used for wildflowers. 
 

 

Chairman 

(The meeting closed at 9.35p.m.) 


