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THE SAD PASSING OF OUR MAYOR 

 

William ‘Bill’ Turner passed away 

on Thursday 4th February 2021. 

He first became interested in 

Local Government during the 

1970s and was elected a Town 

Councillor in May 2007, 

representing St. George’s Ward. 

Bill had served for many years in 

the Army during which time he 

had been stationed around the 

world. He met his wife Judith 

while on service in Belize and 

family became central to his 

being, doting on his children and 

grandchildren.  

 

LAPTOPS FOR SCHOOLS 

Schools in Stamford were contacted by 

The Town Council to ascertain the 

shortfall of laptops and devices needed 

within schools to assist in home 

schooling. The Town Council will act as 

an intermediary between the donor and 

the school.  If you have a laptop or tablet 

you would like to donate to a school in 

Stamford please contact The Civic officer 

on 01780 753808. 

Bill’s growing interest in the economic history made him champion 

the less privileged and he always strived to bring equal opportunity 

to as many aspects of society as was possible. He also developed 

what became a lifelong passion for English literature with special 

interest works of Thomas Hardy and Gerard Manley Hopkins. 

Bill Turner was a well-honed Stamfordian. As a young boy he was 

involved in the Stamford Army Cadets. He enlisted at the age of 

twenty-six and served for twenty-two years. Bill became a very 

active member of the British Legion, serving as Vice-Chairman for 

over five years. He was elected Mayor in 2020 after 14 years’ 

service on the Council. His experience and knowledge enabled him 

to Chair many a challenging meeting with considerable confidence 

and panache. His ill health did not curb his activities. He continued 

to contribute to Council issues right up to within a few days of his 

passing, despite his rapidly failing health, determined always to 

deliver of his best for Stamford residents. Many recognised and 

admired him for his commitment and his hard work over the years. 

He will be greatly missed by his colleagues. Our thoughts are with 

his family and friends. 

 

 

Councillor Bill Turner,  

Mayor of Stamford 2020 -2021 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2021 

The 2021 Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration was a pre-
recorded held on Wednesday 27 January 2021. 
There was an opening address by the Deputy Mayor of Stamford, 
Councillor Gloria Johnson, followed by the Laying of Daffodils. Kaddish 
was read by Graham Berkman and another prayer was read by Rev 
Andy Fyall, on behalf of Churches Together in Stamford. A 2-minute 
silence was preceded by the bugle playing of the Last Post and reveille. 

Once again, there was a poetry 

reading by Rob Elks, Stamford’s 

very own Poet Laureate. Some 

of you may remember the 

poignant and very moving 

poetry from last years event. 

Also Schools and Colleges in 

Stamford submitted artwork, 

writings and creative pieces 

that were showcased in the 

video. You can still view the 

event by clicking on the 

following link 

https://youtu.be/o0MyyyiTquM 

DOG FOULING  

The Town Council has received 

numerous complaints regarding dog 

fouling. Dog mess is an eyesore and a 

health hazard. If you are a dog owner, 

you have a legal duty to clean up your 

dog messes in a public place. The best 

and quickest way to report the matter 

is via the SKDC 

website, www.southkesteven.gov.uk, 

click on ‘Report It’ within the blue 

banner at the top of the page, and 

selecting ‘Report Dog Fouling’ from 

the drop down menu.. They can then 

assess if an area is their responsibility 

and if it is causing particular concern, 

may be able to take steps to address 

the issue. If you have any difficulty 

reporting the issue please contact 

Stamford Town Council on 01780 

753808. 

 

 

From the Town Clerk’s Desk 
One of the Town Clerk’s key tasks at this time of year is to prepare for the Annual Parish Meeting (APM).  All English Parishes 
must convene such a meeting, between 1st March and 1st June inclusive, every year.  The Stamford Annual Parish Meeting 
will be held, virtually, on Monday 22nd March at 7pm.  This is not a Council meeting.  The Stamford Annual Parish Meeting 
is called by the Chairman of the Council to provide an overview of Town Council activities.  Residents of Stamford are 
encouraged to attend this important meeting as it provides an excellent opportunity to express views and to ask questions 
about Stamford issues that concern them.  
 
Most regretfully, during the past year two Town Mayors have died.  This sad loss has resulted in two vacancies arising, both 
in St. George’s Ward.  With the Government’s announcement that Elections may proceed, a By-Election will be held on 6th 
May 2021.  As a local councillor you can become a voice for your community and work towards making real changes in 
Stamford. Councillors are community leaders and represent the interests of the communities they serve. If you are 
interested, please email the Town Clerk at: townclerk@stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
The very essence of Neighbourhood Planning is public engagement and consultation with local residents, community groups, 
businesses and other interested stakeholders. Through such consultations, views are gathered. It is those views which have 
informed the drafting of Stamford’s Neighbourhood Plan. Following a recent inspection by South Kesteven District Council, 
the Stamford Neighbourhood Plan will now be subject to a final public consultation starting Monday March 8th which will 
last for a period of 6 weeks. It is hoped many residents will engage and contribute their considered views towards this final 
consultation”. 
 
Links to Stamford’s Neighbourhood Plan and its supporting documents with details of how to take part in the consultation 
process can be found on the South Kesteven website. http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=15295 

 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/
mailto:townclerk@stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=15295
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                          STAMFORD & DISTRICT LIONS 
 

Since 1975 Stamford and District Lions Club has been helping people in the Stamford area and around the 
world.  Despite Covid-19, since January 2020 we have kept busy. We are a small, hard working group of 
volunteers - we have fun and we hope we make a difference. 
 
 
• We have provided an audio version of every edition of the Stamford Mercury; our Talking Newspaper goes 

out on memory sticks the day after publication and is available to anyone who finds reading the newspaper 
difficult. Call 0345 833 4327 for more information. 

• In 6 hours at Morrisons we collected £599 for the Australian Bush Fire Relief and sent £700 to Lions Clubs 
International Foundation for the disaster area. Every penny collected goes to the cause; nothing is taken out 
for administration. 

• Provided medical aids for a gentleman with severe arthritis, he was in immediate need of help. 
• Christmas gifts for a 6 year old girl and her widowed mother. Second Helpings received 12 gift boxes of 

chocolates. 
• Donations made towards the cost of defibrillator and a family who lost their home in a fire. 
• Donation to GANF (Grantham Additional Needs Fellowship), St John Ambulance and St Barnabas Hospice.  
• MIAW, Message in a Wallet, a lifesaving little card that gives medical information to emergency services if 

you are unable to tell them. Available in 13 locations in Stamford, free. 
• Spectacles and hearing aids are collected and recycled the are 2 locations in Town, Boots Optician and The 

Stamford Eye Clinic. 
• Worked with Diabetes UK to bring online awareness/support meeting. 
 
What we have not been able to do, due to the pandemic is: 

• Rock on the Rec 2020 or 2021, an afternoon of free music by local groups, enjoyed by all ages. Look out 
for 2022, it will be great! 

• Santa’s Grotto 2020 at the Christmas Market, enjoyed by over 200 children every year. 
• The glorious Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s Church when over 30 decorated trees can be enjoyed 

for 2 weeks. Donations being divided between local charities. 
• Decorating a local Care Home, 7 Christmas trees for residents to enjoy. 
• Diabetes Awareness Event Market stall to raise funds.  

 

 
 
 
 
Hopefully towards the end of 2021 we will be back in full service.  If you would like to find out more about 
Stamford and District Lions Club, please contact by phone 03458 334327 or email stamfordlions@outlook.com 
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Like all businesses, Evergreen has had to ‘think on its feet’, respond to the regulations, guidance and restrictions on an 
almost daily basis, and implement the necessary changes in order to maintain operations in safe, effective, caring and 
responsive ways. Throughout the lockdown Evergreen remained committed to ‘be there’ for those who were most at risk 
with the virus and most impacted by the restrictions. 
  
Our customer or service user group are amongst the most vulnerable and at risk group for Covid 19. The elderly, those with 
underlying health problems and a small number who might be described as ‘fragile with mental health concerns’ 
exacerbated by the isolation imposed to keep people safe and shielded. 
  
As lockdown approached, the Evergreen team rallied and pulled together in a most heart-warming and remarkable way. The 
leadership and front line team approached the pandemic crisis with a sense of committed unity, with the interests and 
wellbeing of Evergreen’s members (service users) at the heart of all crisis planning and activity. Their ‘can do’ attitude 
amidst their own anxieties and concerns for themselves and family, triumphed as they geared up to shield in the region of 
300 people in our locality. Some of these regular Evergreen members, others who sought Evergreen’s help during the 
lockdown. Immediate risk assessment of all Evergreen services determined what needed to be suspended, modified and 
continued with safety precautions paramount. All provision that could safely promote wellbeing and essential care 
remained operational throughout.  We set up an emergency COVID fund as vulnerable members were isolating at home and 
could not access their monies for shopping.  This enabled members to receive their shopping and for the cost to be added 
(£30 for a single person and £50 for a couple) to their monthly invoice. 
  
Volunteers and staff transferred from one service offering their help in others. 130 new Crisis volunteers joined forces with 
Evergreen to help with doorstep prescription, food and hamper delivery, shopping or regular befriending phone calls. All 
sorts of creative and fun ideas were initiated to ensure that people did not feel alone or forgotten, working with other 
community partners and businesses remained a feature throughout.  The Community came together and local businesses 
demonstrated their generosity by donating Easter Eggs, food hampers, shoe boxes and gifts for members and staff.  This is 
just a small fraction of how the community helped the Evergreen Care Trust Stamford and District support our members 
and vulnerable.  Under enormous pressures and relentless demand, the team rallied throughout supporting and 
encouraging each other, being carried by lovely stories of the difference that was being made and the countless expressions 
of appreciation from those being supported with families a distance away, unable to help. 
  
Infection Control has always been key to Evergreen Care practice, so the team were well stocked with PPE with strict 
hygiene embedded in practice, keeping people safe and confident. 
  
In February this year, the Evergreen Care Trust once again kick started it's free of charge soup service. In partnership with 
Second Helpings and the Stamford Free Church we are delivering soup to up to 20 people per day.  Home-made soup is on 
the menu, plus a fresh bread roll, home make cake and a piece of fruit. All prepared by the crew at Second Helpings then 
taken over to the Stamford Free Church who are acting as the distribution hub. 
  
We are pleased to announce that the majority of our Evergreen Staff are currently all being vaccinated against COVID-19. 
This is an important milestone to safeguard our Members from risk of contracting COVID.  This is a major step in the fight 
against COVID and getting back to normality in our everyday lives. 
  
We are keeping everyone safe with all our staff taking weekly COVID tests.  This is an example of one of the many ways we 
ensure the safety of our staff and Members alike. 

As a charity and not for profit organisation, we like many others find ourselves facing the challenges of funding and fund-
raising shortages this year. Evergreen began 15 years ago in quiet confidence and faith that as we step out to do what is 
right by our neighbours, the resources, personnel and finances will come… 
Nothing has changed, we still have a job to do, and we are committed to doing it, so we press on with every hope that we 
will journey with our members, their families and carers while ever they have need in our community. 
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Stamford Methodist Church, Barn 

Second Helpings - a Real Junk Food Project 

Stamford Methodist Church and Second Helpings Kitchen Refurbishment Press Release 

The main kitchen at Stamford Methodist Church, situated on Barn Hill, is an essential facility for the entire community of 

Stamford with numerous community groups including Twinkletots, Wednesday Fellowship, Local History Groups as well 

as Second Helpings and the church congregation benefiting from teas, coffees, meals and events catered here. 

Established in 2015 Second Helpings is a project run in partnership with Stamford Methodist Church and the whole 

community.  With the aim ‘to feed bellies not bin’, the project prevents surplus food gifted from local sources going to 

landfill by redistributing it within the community.  Second Helpings also cook delicious and nutritious meals, made from 

the produce in the main kitchen within the church. Prior to the first national lockdown this food was served in the 

Saturday Café, where young and old came together ‘family style’ to eat and catch up with friends, however since March 

2020 the kitchen has been used by Second Helpings cooks to make takeaway meals, which are distributed in the bunker 

and through partnerships with Support Our Stamford (SOS) and The Evergreen Trust.  In the last year Second Helpings 

cooks have made over 10,861 takeaway meals prepared in the kitchen. 

With so many within our community benefiting from the kitchen the Stamford Methodist Church Property Committee 

alongside the Second Helpings Committee sought to refurbish the kitchen to ensure this essential facility is upgraded and 

able to serve the community for many years to come. 

During the last two months of 2020, the kitchen was gutted and upgraded with brand new stainless steel catering quality 

fixtures and fittings and new equipment including ovens and extractor unit, work tables, microwave and fridge, which will 

enable Second Helpings and other community organisations using the church facilities to  cater for their group meetings 

and prepare restaurant quality meals.   Rev’d Andy Fyall, Superintendent Minister & Chair of the Board said: ‘If ‘Jam and 

Jerusalem’ is a good description of the Women’s Institute, then quiche, care and singing is the equivalent for the 

Methodist Church.  Given the amazing, dedicated and endless work of Second Helpings alongside our regular use, the 

church kitchen was very much in need of refurbishment.  We are delighted that the newly refurbished kitchen, now 

brought up to a professional standard, enables the church’s mission and outreach showing care to the needy and 

vulnerable through Second Helpings to grow and thrive.  Quiche, care and crooning – and much, much more” 

To enable the kitchen upgrade Stamford Methodist Church and Second Helpings is very grateful of the support of 

ALLCHURCHES TRUST, Rotary Club of Stamford, St Martin's, The Harry Skells Trust, Lincolnshire Community Foundation, 

The Laing Family Trust and South Kesteven Community Fund.  Yim Kong President of the Rotary Club of Stamford St 

Martins said: “The RCSSM is delighted to support the Kitchen upgrade project which will bring many and long-lasting 

benefits to some of our local communities most in need in these difficult times, whilst reducing the potential food waste 

from our supermarkets.”       Patricia Stuart-Mogg, Town Clerk, Stamford Town Council said: “The Harry Skells Trust was 

delighted to be able to assist by providing a grant of £3,000.00 towards the refurbishment of their kitchen to meet 

commercial standards. The support Second Helpings continues to provide is hugely appreciated by the Stamford 

community at large.” 
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 The refurbishment has now been completed, with the volunteer cooks already using the fantastic new facility to 

prepare 270 Christmas Day meals for members of our community as well as takeaway meals 4 days a week. Jo 

Kemp, Head of Cooks, said: ‘We have always been hugely grateful to the church for loaning us the use of their 

kitchen for Second Helpings. Before this year we thought we’d given it a run for its money by taking over every 

Saturday- but a year of lockdowns later and we are now in there 4 days every week, cooking thousands of meals 

from surplus food to provide hot food for anyone who needs it or just wants to help us reduce waste. The new 

space is going to make every aspect of that job 100% more enjoyable and is already enabling us to organise 

ourselves better, keep our cooking space clean and efficient, and most importantly enjoy our time in a gleaming 

and top end facility! We hope that shines through in our food as we continue to provide what we can for our 

whole community.” 

 

Image inclusion 

 
New Kitchen image- Volunteer cooks Julie White and Paul Dunn cooking delicious takeaway meals in 
the newly renovated kitchen 
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ROTARY AND COVID-19  

Like many organisations and community groups, the Rotary Club of Stamford has continued its business using Zoom so 

our weekly meetings are held, speakers are engaged and the normal club business is conducted as far as is possible. 

Strangely   member attendance is sometimes better on line than before Covid 19 struck. Rather than having our 

monthly bulletin summing up activities, we have turned to a weekly  newsletter which serves to keep everyone in 

touch and is fifty per cent humorous to try and counter the grim news which is reported daily. 

Choosing speakers is important too and, while there are eminently serious subjects available, those of an inspirational 

or humorous style seem to be received better. As an example, we had Emma Shearwater, the quadriplegic cerebral 

palsy Para-Olympian whose talk was entitled “There’s no such word as can’t”. Her courageous fight to gain mobility led 

her to being European and world champion in Para Equestrian dressage. 

On the other hand we had a guest Rotarian demonstrating that laughter is indeed the best medicine with stories of our 

early stand-up comedians and entertainers. 

Our lady President Val Lofthouse managed to squeeze in some coffee mornings and, with a couple of socially distanced 

garden meetings (when permitted) the club made £300 which, with a Christmas draw making £265, was good news for 

our charity account thus benefitting local charities. 

Club members have been encouraged to donate to local charities the money they would otherwise have spent on 

lunch and so organisations such as the Evergreen Trust, Stamford Food Bank and Stamford Shakespeare will have 

benefitted. 

In the ongoing work to draw attention to the International effort to eliminate polio in the world, Past President Fisher 

has once again organised the Stamford Rotary clubs’ efforts to plant crocuses around the towns green spaces in 

conjunction with Stamford in Bloom so these should appear very soon. 

Currently we are trying to help our friends in Stamford Inner Wheel in their quest to obtain second hand/unwanted 

laptops or tablets so as to help local schools assist their pupils in home learning. 

Sadly, the various competitions/activities that we organise for schools like Young Chef, Young Artist and Young 

Photographer have been put on hold, but will resume in the school year beginning next September so we shall see the 

results in early 2022 

But the Rotary spirit of Service above Self still thrives. 

 

STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL  SKELLS TRUST 

The Skells Trust was established to administer money bequeathed to the Town by a former Mayor, Harry Skells. The Trust 

offers financial assistance in the form of grants to local organisations and projects which benefit Stamford and its 

residents as a whole. The Trust meets several times a year to consider grant applications.  Application forms may be 

obtained from the Town Clerk: townhall@stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk   
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